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Township Manager, John J.

Finnigan, Jr., was elected in

April to the USA Hockey Board

of Directors. Jay will serve for

three years representing the

Atlantic Affiliate of USA

Hockey. USA Hockey, Inc.,

located in Colorado Springs,

CO is recognized by the Inter -

national Olympic Com mittee

and the United States Olympic

Com mittee as the Na tional Gov -

ern ing Body (NGB) for ice hockey in the

United States and is a member of the

International Ice Hockey Federation.

Jay was previously affiliated with the

Allentown Thunder and Bethlehem Blast

Youth Hockey organizations where he was

both an administrator and coach.  He was

with the Bethlehem Blast until 2007, lastly

serving as a Midget coach and President of

the organization.

Since 2007, Jay has served on

the Executive Board of the

Delaware Valley Hockey League

(DVHL), first as a Vice President

and since March of 2013 as the

League Commissioner. He is also

the President of Lehigh Valley Ice

Hockey Officials' Asso ci a tion,

Director of Officiating for the

Lehigh Valley Scholastic Hockey

League, a USA Hockey Official,

Seminar Instructor and Evaluator.

Jay joins Tom Koester, President of

the Atlantic Affiliate; Frank McGady,

President of the New Jersey Youth

Hockey League and Gene Palecco,

Commissioner of the Atlantic

Youth Hockey League represent-

ing the Atlantic Affiliate on the

USA Hockey Board

of Directors.

Manager Named to National Sports Governing Body

The Stars for Our Troops project accepts

retired US Flags with embroidered (sewn)

stars.  Each star is cut out, placed in plastic

and given or mailed to members of the

Armed Forces or Veterans at home, on base,

or overseas with a card that reads: 

“I am part of the American Flag. I have

flown over a home in the USA. I can no longer

fly for the wind and the rain have caused me to

become tattered and torn.  Please carry me with

you as a reminder – You are not forgotten!”

If you wish to assist in the endeavor,

please drop your retired flag off at the

Municipal Building or Community Center.

A representative from Stars for Our Troops
will visit and remove the stars. Stars for
Our Troops only accepts flags that are des-

tined to be burned or buried.  Those

dropped off at the Municipal Building or

Community Center will be burned annually

during the Boy Scout Flag Retirement

Ceremony on September 11th. 

Stars are available at either the Municipal

Building or Community Center should you

want one for yourself or others. Please

assist Hanover in supporting this worth-

while endeavor. 

Stars For
Our Troops
Stars For
Our Troops
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TOWNSHIP BUDGET

In November of 2014 Town ship staff

will present the Board of Supervisors

with the 2015 Township Budget. Again

this year we’ve seen a significant number

of commercial properties and residential

properties file for tax abatements and

some are still going through the hearing

process. These have and will continue to

have a negative effect on the Township

revenue stream which in the long-term

will affect the mill rate.

Watch the Township website for

additional information when it becomes

available. 

Basic Fire Escape Planning
by Fire Chief Craig Wasem

Your ability to get out of your home quickly and

safely depends on early warning from smoke alarms

and planning. 

Pull together everyone in your household and make

a plan. Walk through your home and inspect all possi-

ble exits and escape routes. Households with children

should consider drawing a floor plan of your home,

marking two ways out of each room, including windows and doors. Also,

mark the location of each smoke alarm. This is a great way to get children

involved in fire safety in a non-threatening way. 

Install smoke alarms in every sleeping room, outside each sleeping area,

and at least one on every level of the home. Everyone in the household must

understand the escape plan. When you walk through your plan, check to make

sure the escape routes are clear and doors and windows can be opened easily.

Choose an outside meeting place (i.e. neighbor's house, a light post, mail-

box, or stop sign) a safe distance in front of your home where everyone can

meet after they've escaped. Make sure to mark the location of the meeting

place on your escape plan.

Go outside to see if your street number is clearly visible from the road. If

not, install house numbers to ensure that responding emergency personnel

can find your home.

If there are infants, older adults, or family members with mobility limita-

tions, make sure that someone is assigned to assist them in the fire drill and

in the event of an emergency. Assign a backup person too, in case the

designee is not home during the emergency.

Once you're out, stay out! Under no circumstances should you ever go

back into a burning building. If someone is missing, inform the 911 dispatcher

and or first arriving emergency worker. Firefighters have the skills and

equipment to perform rescues. In some cases, smoke or fire may prevent you

from exiting your home or apartment building. To prepare for an emergency

like this, practice "sealing yourself in for safety" as part of your home fire

escape plan. Close all doors between you and the fire. 

Use duct tape or towels to seal the door cracks and cover air vents to keep

smoke from coming in. If possible, open your windows at the top and bottom

so fresh air can get in. Call 911 to report your exact location. Wave a flashlight

or light-colored cloth at the window to let the firefighters know where you

are located.

Practice your home fire escape plan twice a year, making the drill as real-

istic as possible. Make arrangements in your plan for anyone in your home

who has a disability. Allow children to master fire escape planning and prac-

tice before holding a fire drill at night when they are sleeping. The objective

is to practice, not to frighten, so telling children there will be a drill before they

go to bed can be as effective as a surprise drill. It's important to determine

during the drill whether children and others can readily waken to the sound

of the smoke alarm. If they fail to awaken, make sure that someone is assigned

to wake them up as part of the drill and in a real emergency situation. 

If you have any additional questions or would like assistance with setting

up a home escape plan, contact the fire company at (610) 867-2103 and we

can assist you.

SANTA CLAUS IS COMING TO
HANOVER TOWNSHIP

Mark Your Calendars
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13TH

Santa begins his annual

ride on the fire truck

through the town ship 

at 9 am. Please be

patient as Santa has a 

lot of children to see.

Donations are 

always welcome. 

CRPD Drug Take Back Program
Ever wonder

what to do with

expired prescrip-

tions and over-

the-counter med -

 ications?

Throwing them

out in the trash or

flushing them

down the toilet is

not the correct

solution.

Located in the

lobby of the Colonial Regional Police Station

is a locked drug recycling box that is emp-

tied daily where you can discard your

unwanted medications. The lobby is open

Monday – Friday 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  
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ELECTRONICS
As a reminder – NO ELECTRONICS

can be placed in the trash or recycling

at the curb - Please continue to use

FreeCycle located at 795 Roble Road,

Allentown, PA 18108 to dispose of 

any electronic recycling. Items 

accepted along with their hours 

and any

applicable

fees may be

found on the

Township

website or

you may call

FreeCycle at

610-217-3868

As winter approaches we again ask residents cooperation in the place-

ment of their RESIDENTIAL WASTE & RECYCLING and YARD
WASTE containers. The above picture depicts where the Township and

trash hauler would appreciate the placement of the barrels.  It eliminates

confusion on days when both are being collected. Containers ARE NOT to

be placed in the street.

Additionally, the Township requests that containers not be put out until

6:00 p.m. the night proceeding pick-up.
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Stormwater Management for the Homeowner
Residential Rain Gardens are an easy and effective tool

that we can use to help reduce stormwater runoff from res-

idential properties in Bushkill Township. These gardens

are strategically placed to intercept stormwater runoff until

it can be fully absorbed into the ground. Their design

allows the rain garden to serve almost as a bowl that col-

lects water from downspouts or overland flow across a

property. The water is then able to slowly infiltrate into the

underlying soil. Rain Gardens can come in all different

shapes and sizes but work best when planted with native

species indigenous to the area.

How Rain Gardens Work
The existing soil within the rain garden is removed (or

amended) and replaced with a more permeable soil typi-

cally consisting of a mix of sand, topsoil and compost.

These soils will allow for easier water percolation. Sizing

of the rain garden is dependent upon the amount of water

Rain Barrels — Rain barrels are simple struc-

tures designed to collect and hold water runoff

from roof tops. By collecting rain runoff, the water

can be stored easily for later use. Watering lawns

and gardens with the stored water is an excellent

way to reuse the stored water.

Backyard Streams — For homeowners with

backyard streams, a vegetative buffer zone should

be allowed to form. The broader the vegetative

zone, the more filtration can occur before entering

the stream system.

Wildflower Meadows — Wildflower meadows

are a beautiful addition to any homeowner’s prop-

erty and require almost no maintenance beyond

choosing the appropriate site location.

Plants
•   Native species

•   Consider sun, partial 

     sun or shade

•   Aesthetically pleasing

Soils
•   Loose soil for infiltration, root growth

•   50% Sand-25% Topsoil-25% Compost

Ground Cover
•  Gravel or mulch

•   Traps moisture and moderates soil 
    temperature

•   Large stones can be added to improve
    aesthetics

that is expected to enter into the garden during a rain

event. The garden is planted with trees, shrubs and peren-

nials before bring covered in a layer of mulch. The com-

pleted rain garden will have a slight depression that is

used to temporarily collect runoff so it can infiltrate slowly.

Rain gardens have the same look and feel as any other

landscaped beds but with the added benefit of increased

stormwater infiltration.

When choosing plants for your rain garden consider the

direction the rain garden will be facing. Consider how the

plants will handle water as the middle of the garden will be

wetter than the outer edges. Native plants such as Buffalo

Grass, Prairie Dropseed, Black Eyed Susan and Common

Ninebark are native species that have hardy root systems.

Native species will be your best planting option because

they need little maintenance once established, will love the

growing conditions, offer benefits to native wildlife and

improve your landscaping. Rain Gardens require about the

same amount of maintenance as a standard landscaped

bed. The first year is the most important as weeding and

watering is critical to your plants taking hold.
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Recreation
News

Hanover Township Community Center

HTCC 2014 Car Show

Member Highlight: Mike Torba

Pg. 6

Pg. 6

Pg. 6

Pg. 7

Pg. 7

Pg. 8
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Community Outreach

Holiday Shopping Showcase

Community BingoVera Bradley Bingo

Stuff A Truck

Theatre Tots

TOPS CLUB Inc. -
Hanover Township



7

Program Highlights: something for everyone

Special Events
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1 Mile WalkNEW AEROBICS!!

Gift Certificates & Coupon
Books are here!!

Hanover Township Community Center
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FROM THE PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR
PET OWNERS:
1.   Dogs are not allowed in Township Parks or on

Township Property. 

2.   Dogs off owners property shall be under owners con-

trol at all times (leashed).

3.   Please clean up after your animals.

4.   All dogs shall be licensed with the County. (Forms

available at Municipal Building or on the Township

web site www.hanovertwp-nc.org 

5.   Cat owners! Please be aware that as a cat owner YOU

are responsible to keep your animal on your property.

This has become a big problem over the past few years. 

ALARM SYSTEM OWNERS:
Please remember if you have a Monitored Alarm

System or Automatic Protection Device it must be regis-

tered with the Township. (Ordinance 96-1)

STORM DRAINS:
Please remember it is illegal to dump ANYTHING in a

storm drain, i.e., drain oil, Anti-Freeze, paints or thinners,

dog or cat feces, grass clippings, etc..

PROPERTY OWNERS
Please note that when time permits, the Township

trims trees overhanging the roadway, to provide proper

clearance for vehicles. If you do not want your trees

trimmed by the Township, please have your trees

trimmed regularly.

Property owners who live on corner properties
should also be aware that you should not plant anything
in the “Clear Site Triangle”.

Shrubs and pine trees overhanging the road have also

become a problem. Please keep all trees and shrubs

behind the rear face of curb. 

Proper clearance for pedestrians walking on side-
walks has become a problem in some areas. Please
remember this can be a liability to you.We recommend a

7’ clearance. 

Remember to remove the weeds from the curb line

along your property (front and rear).

Properties with sidewalks should maintain them clear

of all debris, grass and weeds from edge to edge.

Dumping grass clippings or ANY debris on empty lots

is against the Township Ordinance 71-5. Violators can be

fined up to $300.00.

STREET LIGHTS
The street lights in the Township are owned and oper-

ated by PPL.  If a street light is out you can call PPL direct-

ly.  The PPL street light outage number is 1.800.342.5775,

option 1, option 4. To report the outage you will need the

pole or light number. 

PPL owned street lights (utility poles or individual

lights) should all have a yellow or silver sticker at eye

level with two sets of numbers on them.  Should, because

they do fall off and are rarely replaced.  If the stickers are

missing you can report an outage by the closest address.   

b b

bLeaf Collection
Township Leaf Collection will begin October 13

and run through the first week in December (weather

permitting). Place your leaves at the curb in a

windrow and make sure the leaves are free of all

debris.  Also, make sure you don’t park vehicles

on these windrows as the vehicle may catch fire.

While there is no set schedule for leaf pickup we

will be updating the Township Website with the

location of our three trucks so you’ll be able to

judge when you will be picked up.  Volume and

weather conditions dictate the speed at which

crews pick up leaves. All trucks work north to

south in their section of the Township.  The loca-

tion of the trucks will be updated on the home

page of the website (www.hanovertwp-nc.org).

Section I – East Allen Border to Crawford Drive

Section II – Crawford Drive to Stoke Park Road

Section III – Stoke Park Road to City of

                      Bethlehem Border

The sections will not be started over until all

three sections are complete. Consequently all three

trucks may be in one section or two may be in one

while another section is finished.

Water & Sewer
The City of Bethlehem provides public water and

sewer service for the majority of the Township. If you

have an issue with either of these utilities, such as discol-

ored water, contact them directly @ (610) 865-7074.

If you live south of Route 22, your water provider is

Utilities, Inc and their contact number is (800) 525-7990.
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EMS Corner
By EMS Captain Karen Van Why

EMS Call statistics 
January thru August of 2014:

January - August
Ambulance Emergencies               972

Auto Accidents                                  74

Fire Support                                     116

Miscellaneous                                      1

Mutual Aid                                           1

Total calls through August        1,164

FALL PREVENTION IN OLDER ADULTS
Follow these simple tips to help prevent falls which puts

you at risk of serious injury. 

As you get older, physical changes and health conditions

and sometimes the medications used to treat those conditions

make falls more likely. In fact, falls are a leading cause of injury

among older adults.

•   Exercise regularly. It is important that the exercises focus

on increasing leg strength and improving balance, and

that they get more challenging over time. Tai Chi pro-

grams are especially good. 

•   Ask your doctor or pharmacist to review your medications,

both prescription and over-the counter, to identify

 medicines that may cause side effects or interactions

such as dizziness or drowsiness. 

•   Have your eyes checked by an eye doctor at least once a

year and update your eyeglasses to maximize your

vision. Consider getting a pair with single vision dis-

tance lenses for some activities such as walking outside. 

•   Make your homes safer by reducing tripping hazards,

adding grab bars inside and outside the tub or shower

and next to the toilet, adding railings on both sides of

stairways, and improving the lighting in your home.

LOWER THE RISK OF A HIP FRACTURE BY:
•   Making sure you get adequate calcium and vitamin D

from food and/or from supplements. 

•   Do weight bearing exercise. 

•   Get screened and, if needed, treated for osteoporosis.

JOIN OUR TEAM
We are always looking for new volunteers to help serve our

Township. If you may be interested in joining our team or

learning more about what is involved in volunteering stop by

our station. We have training every Monday night at 7 p.m.

stop in and see what we are all about. http://www.htvfc.org.  

All required training and equipment is provided FREE of

charge.

Asa Packer Elementary School News
By Jonathan Horvath, Principal

On August 25, 2014, another school year began

for students in the Bethlehem Area School District.

Children enthusiastically departed from their buses

with smiles on their faces. It was the first day for

 students at Asa Packer Elementary School. Hall ways

and classrooms once again came alive and resound-

ed with excitement and enthusiasm. Teachers greet-

ed their new classes and were assisted by our active

and supportive parent group. Weeks of preparation

by all were evident and were greatly appreciated. 

Our initiatives that were new to the building last

year will once again be our focus. We will continue

to implement the Common Core Standards as we

prepare for a redesigned PSSA assessment. The

implementation of Response to Intervention (RTII)

will expand to the rest of the building, and we will

begin our second year of Read 180 for selected stu-

dents. The faculty and staff will additionally contin-

ue to support the Bethlehem Area School District’s

Roadmap 2.0 to Educational Excellence.

Pride in our school, self and community carried

over into our grade level assemblies that initiated

the school year. Our school mascot, Pawla the

Puma, presented what it means to have P. R. I. D. E.

in our school and self.

Last year, we were once again recognized with

the designation of a “No Place for Hate” school.

During this year, we will continue to strive for a

fourth straight year of designation. Throughout the

school year, we will be completing various projects

based on diversity, tolerance and acceptance. This

program is intended to promote academic achieve-

ment through character development. The students’

first project will take place in honor of World Peace

Day. Students and staff will be creating pinwheels

and displaying them on our school property. 

Our Back to School Open House was held on

August 27, 2014. Donuts with Dad was on

September 19th. Picture Day is scheduled for

October 3rd. School will be closed on October 13th

for Teacher In-service Day. Parent and VIP visita-

tions will occur during American Education Week

that is scheduled from October 14th through

October 17th. The Scholastic Book Fair will also take

place during this week. 

We are excited about the onset of a new school

year and look forward to the many successes and

achievements our students will encounter through-

out this year. 
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Hanover School News
By Tim Lynch, Principal-Hanover Elementary School

August 25, 2014, marked the start of another school year for the 231

students at Hanover Elementary School. The teachers and staff spent

numerous hours over the summer preparing to greet the energetic and

enthusiastic learners. We welcomed approximately 39 new families and

2 new faculty members. We congratulated Mrs. Kondikoff (Art Teacher)

on her retirement and wished her the best of luck as she began a new

chapter in her life. 

The PSSA (Pennsylvania System of School Assessment) results are in

and the results revealed that the students of Hanover Elementary

School met or exceeded the benchmarks set forth by the state. The

 students were assessed in the areas of reading, mathematics, science,

and writing. The Pennsylvania Department of Education has moved

away from reporting adequate yearly progress and will now report

using a school performance profile. Every public school in the common-

wealth will receive a score based on a number of reporting factors. The

state is expected to release the School Performance Profile (SPP) later in

September. The faculty and staff will continue to support the Bethlehem

Area School District’s Roadmap to Educational Excellence. The four

components of the Roadmap include: Core Learning, Stretch Learning,

Student Engagement, and Personal Skill Development. This year our

students will be instructed using the Pennsylvania Core Standards in

the area of mathematics. Response to Instruction and Intervention

(RTII) and READ 180 will also be continued during the school year. 

The calendar of events and happenings is full of opportunities for

the students and families to complete community outreach projects and

numerous PTA and Student Council sponsored activities. We will strive

to be a “No Place For Hate” school as we complete projects throughout

the year to obtain the “No Place For Hate” designation. The program is

designed to teach tolerance, learn about diversity and acceptance for

all. On September 19, 2014, our property was filled with Pinwheels for

Peace as we take part in World Peace Day. The pinwheels will be deco-

rated on one side and contain the students’ wish for world peace on the

other side. 

The first annual Hanover Elementary Golf Classic was held on

Saturday, September 20, 2014 at the Bethlehem Golf Club. 

The annual Hawk Walk will be held on the school grounds October

3, 2014. If you would like to support the Hawk Walk through a mone-

tary donation or corporate sponsorship please contact the school at

(610) 691-3210. 

October 14-17th is Bethlehem Education Week and we invite parents

and community members to visit our school and classrooms to observe

the wonderful curricular offerings in the Bethlehem Area School

District. October 17, 2014 students will welcome the special people in

their lives as we celebrate “Great Persons Day”. The Scholastic Book

Fair will be open during Bethlehem Education Week and Great Persons’

Day. 

Thank you to the staff members, students, PTA, parents, and com-

munity partners. We look forward to another year filled with academic

and personal growth as we continue to strive to be the High Flying,

High Achieving, Hanover Hawks. 

THE BEST TIME TO PLANT A TREE 
WAS 20 YEARS AGO.  

THE SECOND BEST TIME IS TODAY.

FALL/WINTER TREE 
MAINTENANCE: 
PRUNING
By the Shade Tree Advisory Board

PRUNING IS BEST DONE IN THE
DORMANT SEASON, especially oaks,

after the trees have lost their leaves and

the branch structure is easy to see. Check

out the Township website on Tree Care for

proper pruning methods.

NEVER TIP OR TOP. Don’t let anyone

cut off the ends of branches (tipping or

topping). Always remove a branch to a

larger branch or to the trunk (see website

on why topping is so bad).

Never leave a stub and never make a

cut flush with the trunk, destroying the

branch collar (see website on How to

Prune). The tree can only heal itself if the

pruning cut is made properly.

HIRE ONLY AN ISA MEMBER
ARBORIST to do your pruning.

“Licensed” or “certified” tree people are

not necessarily members of the Inter -

national Society of Aboriculture (ISA). Ask

to see their credentials. There have been

instances of harmful tree pruning in the

Township by unqualified tree people. 

REPLACE YOUR STREET TREE
TO PRESERVE OUR 
URBAN FOREST

REPLACE YOUR MISSING STREET
TREE if it has died or been removed.

There are many areas in the Township

with missing street trees. If they are not

replaced, in 20 years our Township will

not look the same. Get a permit (free) from

the Township office or website and select a

tree from the Approved Tree List.

Remember, it has been proven that street

trees increase the value of your property.



13

1.  Ditch - Part of the storm sewer system. Most people think that the

 system is just a series of underground pipes. It can also include ditches used

to convey storm water from the land to a receiving lake, river, or stream.

2. Fire Hydrant - Not part of the storm sewer system. Water sprayed from

fire hydrants is not storm water, but is allowed by law to enter the storm

sewer system.

3. Curb with Storm Drain Inlet - Part of the storm sewer system. Many

people do not realize that this is an opening leading to the storm sewer

 system. Anything going into this inlet (e.g., trash, leaves, improperly

 disposed of hazardous materials) travel directly to a receiving lake, river,

or stream without being treated first. Many communities stencil storm

drains with "Do Not Dump" messages to let people know.

4. Storm Sewer Outfall - Part of the storm sewer system. An outfall is

where storm water drains from the storm sewer system into a receiving

lake, stream, or river. If there is a flow from an outfall when it isn't raining,

there could be a problem with the system or someone has used a storm

drain for illegally disposing of materials.

5. Toilet - Not part of the storm sewer system. Wastewater from sinks and

 toilets in houses and businesses travel through a sewer system constructed to

carry sanitary wastes. In some instances, older communities may have a com-

bined sewer system designed to carry both storm water and sanitary waste.

6. Septic System - Not part of the storm sewer system. Homeowners use

septic tanks to manage sanitary wastes on-site. Improperly maintained

septic systems can leak and contribute pollutants to the storm sewer

 system, as well as directly to lakes, rivers, and streams.

7. Roads and Other Paved Areas - Not part of the storm sewer system.

Roads and other hardened surfaces such as parking lots and sidewalks can

accumulate pollutants (e.g., oil, grease, dirt, leaves, trash, pet wastes) that

storm water eventually washes into the storm sewer system.

8. Storm Drain Inlet - Part of the storm sewer system. This is another

example of what a storm drain may look like. Like the storm drain inlet

shown in picture #3, anything that enters this drain will go directly to

streams, rivers, and lakes without being treated first. It is important to

 recognize this as a storm drain to prevent it from being used as a trash can.

Answers to TEST YOUR STORM SEWER SYSTEM SAVVY on page 14:

information continued on next page
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Restoring Rain’s Reputation: 
What Everyone Can Do To Help  

Rain by nature is important for replenishing drinking

water supplies, recreation, and healthy wildlife habitats. It

only becomes a problem when pollutants from our activi-

ties like car maintenance, lawn care, and dog walking are

left on the ground for rain to wash away. Here are some of

the most important ways to prevent storm water pollu-

tion: 

• Properly dispose of hazardous substances such as

used oil, cleaning supplies and paint-never pour them

down any part of the storm sewer system and report any-

one who does. 

• Use pesticides, fertilizers, and herbicides properly

and efficiently to prevent excess runoff. 

• Look for signs of soil and other pollutants, such as

debris and chemicals, leaving construction sites in storm

water runoff or tracked into roads by construction vehi-

cles. Report poorly managed construction sites that could

impact storm water runoff to your community. 

• Install innovative storm water practices on residen-

tial property, such as rain barrels or rain gardens, that

 capture storm water and keep it on site instead of letting

it drain away into the storm sewer system. 

• Report any discharges from storm water outfalls

 during times of dry weather-a sign that there could be a

problem with the storm sewer system. 

• Pick up after pets and dispose of their waste properly.

No matter where pets make a mess-in a backyard or at the

park-storm water runoff can carry pet waste from the land

to the storm sewer system to a stream. Store materials that

could pollute storm water indoors and use containers for

outdoor storage that do not rust or leak to eliminate

 exposure of materials to storm water.

What is Storm Water?
Storm water is water from precipitation that flows

across the ground and pavement when it rains or when

snow and ice melt. The water seeps into the ground or

drains into what we call storm sewers. These are the

drains you see at street corners or at low points on the

sides of streets. Collectively, the draining water is called

storm water runoff.

Why is Storm Water “Good Rain Gone Bad”
Storm water becomes a problem when it picks up debris,

chemicals, dirt, and other pollutants as it flows or when it

causes flooding and erosion of stream banks. Storm water

travels through a system of pipes and roadside ditches that-

make up storm sewer systems. It eventually flows directly

to a lake, river, stream, wetland, or coastal water. All of the

pollutants storm water carries along the way empty into

our waters, too, because storm water does not get treated!

See page 16 for more contact information

Answers on page 13
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Local government in Pennsylvania is more complex than

in most states in the United States. This often leads to misun-

derstandings about how localities are referred to throughout

the Commonwealth. There are five types of local govern-

ments listed in the Pennsylvania Con sti tu tion; county, town-

ship, borough, city, and school district. All of Pennsylvania is

included in one of the state's 67 counties and each county is

then divided into one of the state's 2,562 municipalities.

There are no independent cities or unincorporated territory

within Pennsylvania. Local municipalities are either gov-

erned by statutes enacted by the Pennsylvania Legislature

and administered through the Pennsylvania Code, by a home

rule charter, forming a home rule municipality, or by an

optional form of government adopted by the municipality

with consent of the Legislature. 

Each municipality, except boroughs, are then classified

according to their population. The General Assembly sets the

population threshold for each local government unit. There

are currently nine classifications for counties, four classes of

cities, and two classes of townships. 

Finally, villages and census-designated places are a part of

the local community. Although they are not recognized local

governments, they often refer to specific areas of township or

other municipality and are often, more familiar to people than

the incorporated municipality.

This can cause confusion to

people who live outside the

area and are not familiar with

the local municipal structure.

Hanover includes the villages

of Hanover ville, Schoeners -

ville, Stoke Park and Westgate

Hills.

MUNICIPALITIES 
Everyone in Pennsylvania

lives under the jurisdiction of at least two types of municipal

governments. The first type of municipal government will pro-

vide police and fire protection, maintenance of local roads and

streets, water supply, sewage collection and treatment, parking

and traffic control, local planning and zoning, parks and recre-

ation, garbage collection, health services, libraries, licensing of

businesses, and code enforcement. The second type will

administer the local schools and are called school districts. 

The Constitution of Pennsylvania mentions only three

types of non-school related municipal divisions; city, bor-

ough, and township. Bloomsburg however, is the only incor-

porated town in Pennsylvania but is administered by the bor-

ough code and is classified (for legal purposes) as such by the

state. 

Township 
Townships in Pennsylvania were the first form of land

grants established by William Penn. They have existed in one

form or another since the Province of Pennsylvania was

established. They were usually large tracts of land given to a

person, a family, or a group of people by Penn or his heirs.  

Townships can be of the first or second class. A township

may become a first-class township by a referendum of the

township's voters. Representation in a first-class township is

by a board of commissioners. That board can consist of any-

where from five commissioners elected at large or 7-15 com-

missioners elected by wards to four-year terms. 

A second-class township usually has three supervisors,

elected at large for six-year terms. A referendum may allow a

second-class township's board of supervisors to expand to five

members. Some townships have home-rule charters, which

allow for a mayor/council form of government.  

MS4 STORMWATER MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 
What is MS4? 

MS4 is the acronym for Municipal Separate Storm Sewer

Systems (MS4), which are stormwater (only) conveyance sys-

tems on municipal property that discharge as concentrated

flow directly or indirectly into “waters of the United States.”  

Federal regulations enacted in December 1999 and admin-

istered through the State required municipalities with

Urbanized Areas, based on 2000 Census data for higher pop-

ulations densities, to implement a stormwater management

program under a 5-year State Permit which began on March

2003 and was extended several times through 2014.  A new 

5-year State Permit was issued during 2014 and will expire in

2018, or as extended.  The Federal regulations apply to

Urbanized Areas and mandate that local government units

(municipalities) adopt certain legal requirements through an

ordinance, or other regulatory mechanism, to effectuate the

local stormwater management program. 

The Federal regulations require municipalities with MS4

Urbanized Areas to have the following legal provisions

enacted: 

• Prohibition of non-stormwater discharges (with certain

exceptions) into MS4s 

• Requirement for erosion and sediment pollution

 controls on construction sites 

• Requirement to address post-construction stormwater

runoff from new development and redevelopment, including

operations and maintenance of stormwater BMPs

• Sanctions to ensure compliance with the above provisions 

Now you know why so much attention and detail is pro-

vided in this issue of Hanoverview.  Recently, the Township

staff attend an education session on MS4 to insure their activ-

ities were compliant with the State Permit. 

UNDERSTANDING LOCAL GOVERNMENT IN PENNSYLVANIA 



Meetings of Boards and Commission
The following is a list of all meetings for the Hanover Township Boards,
Committees and Commissions. All meetings are open to the public and are
held at the Township Municipal Building, 3630 Jacksonville Road, with the
exception of the Special Events and Recreation Advisory Board which are
held at the Community Center, 3660 Jacksonville Road. 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS: January, February, March, April, May, June,

September, October and November on the SECOND AND FOURTH

TUESDAY; July and August the FOURTH TUESDAY and December the 

THIRD TUESDAY all starting at 7:00 p.m.

PLANNING COMMISSION: February, March, April, May, June, October,

November and December on the FIRST MONDAY and January, July,

August and September the SECOND MONDAY all starting at 7:30 p.m.

SPECIAL EVENTS COMMITTEE: Meetings are held the THIRD

 TUESDAY of each month, starting at 7:00 p.m.

RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD: Meetings are held the SECOND

THURSDAY of each month, starting at 7:30 p.m.

ZONING HEARING BOARD:Meetings are held the FOURTH THURSDAY

of each month whenever required. Time(s) of the hearing will be

announced when scheduled.

SHADE TREE ADVISORY COMMISSION: Meetings are held the

LAST MONDAY of each month, except May which is held the last

Wednesday of the month and August meeting which is held September

3. Meetings start at 6:30 p.m.

CRIME WATCH: January, March, May, July, September and November on

the FIRST TUESDAY. Meetings start at 7:30 p.m.
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Where to go to continue 
the information flow:

Your community is preventing storm water

pollution through a storm water management

program. This program addresses storm water

pollution from construction, new development,

illegal dumping to the storm sewer system, and

pollution prevention and good house keeping

practices in municipal operations. It will also

continue to educate the community and get

everyone involved in making sure the only

thing that storm water contributes to our

water is…water! Contact your community's

storm water management program coordina-

tor or the Penn syl vania Department of En vi -

ron mental Protection for more information

about storm water management.

When It Rains, It Drains 
continued


