
Much has been written
about the suit filed in
Commonwealth Court

concerning the Neigh bor hood
Improvement Zone ( “NIZ“ ) in
Allentown by surrounding
political subdivisions. While
the Earned Income Tax ( “EIT“ )
funds being diverted from the
political subdivisions in the
commonwealth to partially
fund what has become known
as the “Arena Project“ is im por -
tant, the overriding and compelling issue is
the two Acts (Act 50 of 2009 and Act 26 of
2011) constitutionality. If the City of Allen -
town can benefit from Acts that are uncon-
stitutional, what is to prevent something
similar from being done to the political sub-
divisions surrounding Reading, Harrisburg,
Chester, Altoona, Wilkes-Barre, Erie, Scran -
ton, York or Hazelton?  Also, the EIT will be
used to fund more than just the arena itself.
The EIT funds diversion will be used in the
entire 130 acre zone. 

EIT was enacted as part of the Local Tax
Enabling Act, Act 511 of 1965 (53 P.S. §6913),
as last amended December 20, 2005.  While
you can debate the merits of an act original-
ly passed in 1965 and its’ application in 2012,
the fact remains the revenue collected is
intended to be used by the municipality the
individual resides, and the school district the
municipality is located in, if they have enact-
ed an EIT resolution.  Act 50 of 2009 and Act
26 of 2011 circumvents the EIT legislation of
1965.  If the EIT revenue stream is adversely
affected or the natural growth rate is dimin-
ished to the point that other tax rates need to
be adjusted, who is hurt? The taxpayer.

The expense of the legal challenge has
also been called into question.  It is impor-
tant to remember that the potential loss is
over a thirty year period on both current and
future EIT generated in the 130 acre NIZ.
It’s a matter of constitutionality and princi-
pal versus dollars and cents.

The Gaming Act that benefits the entire

Lehigh Valley Region in no
way mirrors or replicates the
NIZ legislation.   Since 2010,
the entire Lehigh Valley
Region has been the recipient
of $45,071,200 in funding as
projected through the first
quarter of 2012.  The City of
Allentown alone has received
$8,867,963.   

Unlike the Gaming Act that
distributes funds throughout
the Lehigh Valley from a private

enterprise, the NIZ legislation diverts public
funds for the benefit of public and private
endeavors outside the political subdivisions
that enacted the EIT ordinance or resolution.
The funds from the Gaming Act that benefit
North ampton County municipalities is a
competitive application process that is vetted
by the county Department of Community
and Eco nomic Development and a nine-per-
son Gam ing Revenue and Economic Re de -
vel opment Authority, which is nominated by
the county executive and appointed by
North ampton County Council.

The court challenge filed by two North -
amp ton County municipalities (Bethlehem &
Hanover Townships) and joined by sixteen
other political subdivisions in Lehigh and
North ampton counties, directly or through a
suit of their own, as well as the Pennsylvania
State Association of Township Supervisors is
about protecting the rights and sovereignty
of all of Pennsylvania’s 2,563 municipalities
and other political subdivisions.

At no time in the debate and discussions
have any of the plaintiffs or intervenors indi-
cated that they are opposed to the arena or
the revitalization of the City of Allen town.
The concern is constitutional issues and the
diversion of one of their revenue streams.   

If left unchallenged, could real estate,
local services or mercantile taxes be next? 

(As a result of Act 87 of 2012 being
signed by Governor Corbett the suit was
discontinued on August 24, 2012.)
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If you haven’t regis-
tered your email
address with the
Township the time to
do it is now.  We
have instituted a
monthly newsletter

to cover items in a timelier manner as well as
 continuing to broadcast important announcements
as issues develop.  This system is used to inform
 residents of important events in the Township such
as the Halloween Storm of 2011.   Shortly, depending
on the weather we’ll be sending out messages
 concerning snow emergencies.   Stay informed and
up-to-date, REGISTER TODAY.

ALERT   
IMPORTANT  

ALERT

Members of the Hanover Township Lions Club recent-
ly purchased two Oxygen Mask Kits for pets from

the County Animal Response Team (CART) and presented
them to the fire company.   This will provide the Hanover
Township Volunteer Fire Company with increased capa-
bility to save pets in an emergency.

LIONS’ AWARENESS DAY
WE SERVE is the motto of all Lions

Clubs around the world. Have you
ever wondered who the Lions were,
what they do and why? Get your ques-
tions answered. The Hanover Township Lions Club
invites you to LIONS AWARENESS DAY, Saturday
October 20, 2012.  Stop in anytime from 9 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
at the Christ UCC Church, 5050 Airport Road.  Coffee,
juices and munchies will be served.

Learn about the Northeast Lions Eye Bank, located on
Jacksonville Road, Center for Vision Loss, Beacon Lodge
Camp for the blind, Leader Dog School, White Cane and
other programs. 

All these programs were founded by Lions members.
Questions contact Lion Bernice Kulp, 610-865-5440.

Lions Club News

Presenting
the oxygen
masks are
Lions Larry
William 
and Paul
Scheltzer.
Accepting the
kits (center) 
is Frank
Kozero, fire
company vice
president.

New Rules for Recycling
Electronic Devices

The Pennsylvania Depart -
ment of Envi ron men tal

Protection is advising con-
sumers and businesses of new
rules for recycling electronic
devices that will take effect on Jan. 24, 2013.

Enacted in 2010, the Pennsylvania Covered
Device Recycling Act prohibits the disposal of cov-
ered devices (such as computers, laptops, monitors
and televisions) with residential trash. Trash
haulers will be barred from taking those items,
except in municipalities with a designated curbside
electronics collection program that results in the
devices going to an electronics recycler.

Many devices also contain valuable metals such
as gold, silver and platinum and base metals like
copper, iron and aluminum that can be separated
and reused in new products. The law also requires
manufacturers of devices to provide for the collec-
tion, transportation and recycling of these devices
by establishing one-day events, permanent collec-
tion programs or mail-back programs.

More information on the covered device recycling
act is available at www.dep.state.pa.us, keyword:
Electronics Recycling. 

Calling all the children
of Hanover Township!!!
SANTA will be riding
through the Township on
our firetruck on Saturday,
December 8th. Have your
Mom and Dad mark it on
your calendars. Santa
always welcomes donations to the Fire Company. The
donations help us to pay for training, supplies, equip-
ment and a whole lot more to keep our residents safe.

SANTA ARRIVAL
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If you are one of the growing number of people who
has a smartphone or tablet, you can download a Hanover
Township App that puts residential waste & recycling,
special waste collection details and more at your finger-
tips, anytime you want them.

“Hanover Township is pleased to announce that we’ve
just launched a mobile App that contains all of the infor-
mation people need to know, tailored specifically to their
neighborhoods, about our residential garbage and recy-
cling services,“ said Jay Finnigan, Township Manager.

Called ‘my-waste’™, the app lets mobile device users
download the full range of information that is normally
on the website or in the collection schedule that Hanover
Township distributes. But now residents don’t have to go
hunting for the printed schedule or be sitting in front of
their computers. Instead, by downloading ‘my-waste’™,
Hanover Township residents can check details for regular
and special collections and events for household haz-
ardous waste or e-waste days, and more.

Special features of the Republic Services Hanover
Township ‘my-waste’™ App include a search function
that lets residents quickly find information about what to
do with a regular or out-of-the-ordinary item, plus there
are tips for reducing and recycling waste in apartment and
condo buildings.

“The Republic Services Hanover Township ‘my-
waste’™ App also includes a special  “report-a-problem“
function that allows residents to report non-emergency
municipal problems like missed collections, illegal dump-
ing, overflowing public garbage or recycling bins, pot-
holes, burned out traffic or street lights and more. The
report-a-problem feature uses the smartphone’s GPS posi-
tioning system and built in camera. All they have to do is
select the report-a problem function, take a picture and the
problem is automatically emailed to us,“ Finnigan said.

The Republic Services Hanover Township ‘my-
waste’™ download is free. Residents can get it by going to
www.my-waste.mobil/PA-Hanover, then selecting the
icon link either to the iPhone/iPad or Android App store.

The ‘mywaste’™ version for the Blackberry is coming
when RIM releases its new operating system, expected in
early 2013.

“Once residents have downloaded the app, they can
set it up to give them regular reminders for any of the col-
lection programs. For example, they can set a reminder for
the day that recycling is collected or they can set up alerts
just for household hazardous or electronic waste collec-
tion days,“ Lori Stranzl, Hanover’s Recycling Co or din ator
said.  “This is a new way for us to connect with residents
about our resource recovery and waste diversion pro-
grams. We’ll be able to update the information on the App
as necessary during the year, so it will always be current.
Residents will never forget a collection day and that
should lead to increased recycling rates. Everybody
wins,“ Finnigan said.

Sales of smartphones and tablets reportedly are grow-
ing rapidly. Deloitte Canada Research projects that they
will comprise half of the sales of computing devices in
Canada this year.

Hanover Township is adding the ‘my-waste’™ App to
its communication outreach activities. It will continue to
distribute printed materials and have information on the
website for residents who prefer traditional promotional
and educational materials.

Hanover Township is the first of Republic Services cus-
tomers to be able to participate in this program.  “We see
this as another way to better communicate with our resi-
dents and partner with one of our largest services
providers,’ Finnigan said.

Sales of smartphones and tablets reportedly are grow-
ing rapidly. Deloitte Canada Research projects that they
will comprise half of the sales of computing devices in
Canada this year.

Hanover Township is adding the ‘my-waste’™ App to
its communication outreach activities. It will continue to
distribute printed materials and have information on the
website for residents who prefer traditional promotional
and educational materials.

New Republic Services Hanover Township ‘my-waste’™ mobile App puts
Residential Waste & Recycling collection information on your smartphone

Easy-to-find information when and where you want it



Colonial Re gion al Police De part  ment is
proud to announce their new officer, Brian

Bird. He is 25 years old, married from Mt.
Pocono, PA. He received his Bach e lor of Science
Degree in Criminal Jus tice from Penn State Uni -
versity and graduated from the Allentown
Police Academy in June of 2010. He worked as
a part-time officer with the Moscow Borough
Police Department, East Stroudsburg School
Police Department, and a security officer for
Pocono Pines, a gated community.  Brian was
sworn in on Friday, September 21, 2012.
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Colonial
Regional
Police 
News

LEAF COLLECTION
Township Leaf Collection

will begin in October and run
through the first week in
December (weather permitting).
Place your leaves at the curb in
a windrow and make sure the
leaves are free of all debris.
Also, make sure you don’t park
vehicles on these windrows as
the vehicle may catch fire.
While there is no set schedule
for leaf pickup we will be
updating the Township Website with the location of our three
trucks so you’ll be able to judge when your leaves will be picked
up.   Volume and weather conditions dictate the speed at which
crews progress.  All trucks work north to south in their section of
the Township.   The location of the trucks will be updated on the
home page of the website (www.hanovertwp-nc.org).
Section I – East Allen Border to Crawford Drive
Section II – Crawford Drive to Stoke Park Road
Section III – Stoke Park Road to City of Bethlehem Border

These sections will not be started over until all three sections
are complete.   Consequently all three trucks may be in one section
or two may be in one while another section is not being worked.
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Eligible residents of
Pennsylvania who have not
yet filed for the property tax
and rent rebate program will
still have an opportunity to do
so as the deadline to file has
been extended to December
31st. The program benefits eli-
gible Pennsylvanians age 65
and older; widows and wid-
owers age 50 and older; and
people with permanent dis-
abilities age 18 and older who
meet the Social Security dis-
ability requirements. The

income limit, excluding half of Social Security income, is
$35,000 in 2011 for homeowners and $15,000 for the same
year for renters. Eligible claimants may receive up to a
$650 rebate depending on their income. 

“I am pleased to see the deadline extended to the end
of the year to allow more residents to qualify for this very
important program, “Senator Browne said, whose district
includes parts of Lehigh, Monroe and Northampton
Counties.  “Providing Pennsylvania’s senior citizens with
property tax relief remains one of my top priorities.
Seniors are having a harder time making ends meet with
the cost of living on the rise and the economy struggling.
With property taxes and rent among the largest expenses
for most families, this program is one way that qualifying
senior citizens can recoup some of their money. “ 

The household income limits and rebate amounts 
for homeowners are: 

• $0 to $8,000 – $650 rebate 
• $8,001 to $15,000 – $500 rebate 

• $15,001 to $18,000 – $300 rebate 
• $18,001 to $35,000 – $250 rebate 

The household income limits and rebate amounts 
for renters are:

• $0 to $8,000 – $650 rebate 
• $8,001 to $15,000 – $500 rebate 

Applications and information can be obtained through
any of Senator Browne’s District Offices: Allentown (702 W.
Hamilton Street, Suite 101 – 610-821-8468 – Monday
through Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.), Harrisburg (171 Main
Capitol – 717-787-1349 – Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to
4:30 p.m.), Western Lehigh County (at the Upper Macungie
Township Building, 8330 Schantz Road – 610-366-2327 –
Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.), East
Allentown (1601 Union Boulevard – 610-821-6813 –
Tuesdays, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.), East Allen Township (at the East
Allen Township Building, 5330 Nor-Bath Boulevard – 610-
502-1567 – Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.) and
in Monroe County (2164 Route 209 – 570-402-1499 –
Monday through Thursday, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.).

Applications are also available by visiting the state
Department of Revenue’s website, www.revenue.state.pa.us,
or by calling toll-free 1-888-222-9190. Claimants are
reminded to provide all the necessary income, property tax
or rental information for their claims to be processed accu-
rately and quickly. To check on the receipt and status of a
claim, visit www.revenue.state.pa.us or call the depart-
ment’s automated FACT and Information Line at 1-888-
PATAXES (1-888-728-2937). Touch-tone telephone service
is required. Callers will need their Social Security Number
and the amount of their rebate. People can also call 1-888-
222-9190 between 7:30 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. for help. 

Senator Pat Browne

HARRISBURG NEWS - Property Tax & Rent Program Deadline Extended
Residents Have Until December 31, 2012 to Apply for Up to $650

A Column by Senator Pat Browne, 16th Senatorial District

Shade Tree Advisory Board

CHECK OUT OUR NEW WEBSITE FOR EVERYTHING 
YOU WANT TO KNOW ABOUT TREES

http://hanovertwp-nc.org/zoning/Trees 

This website was developed in order to provide
Township residents with timely and practical tree care
advice. It includes important Pest Alerts for invasive
insects like the emerald ash borer. 

There are two ways to get to the website:  type in the
web address shown above or follow these steps.  

Go to the Township’s website: www.hanovertwp-
nc.org; click on  “Committees“ on the blue bar across the
top of the page; then click on Shade Tree Advisory Board
in the list on the right

On this page you can click on  “permit“ to get a Shade
Tree permit to remove or replace a tree,  “Shade Tree List“
to see the Approved varieties of street trees, or click on
“Planting, Pruning, Mulching, and Watering“ to take you
to the page that includes the following eight topics:

Planting
Watering
Mulching
Pruning

Do Not Top Your Trees!
Pest Alert

Benefits of Urban Forest
National Tree Benefit Calculator

Each of these topics provides up-to-date information to
help you care for your trees so they keep providing valu-
able shade for future generations.  
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Did You Know?…

BRIDGE WEIGHT LIMIT
As a result of deteriorating conditions the bridge over the

Monocacy Creek on Bridle Path Road the County of Northampton
and the PA Department of Transportation has lowered the weight
limit on the bridge from 25 Tons to 5 Tons effective August 16, 2012.

County Executive John Stoffa plans to include this bridge in a
2013 bond issue to repair/replace it and other bridges in the County.

TREE HEIGHT OVER SIDEWALKS
Excerpt from Township Ordinances:
Section 168-5.C Shade tree trimming.
(1) MINIMUM HEIGHT. All shade trees shall be kept trimmed

so that the minimum clearance height where they overhang any
walkways and sidewalks shall be eight (8) feet or road shall be 15
feet. However, the Board of Supervisors reserves the right to desig-
nate a higher clearance on certain roadways where heavy traffic or
other special clearance requirements may exist.
(2) FAILURE TO TRIM SHADE TREES AS REQUIRED. In case

the owner of such property shall neglect or refuse to trim a shade
tree within 30 days of being notified in writing by the Board of
Supervisors to do so, the Board of Supervisors may, after the expira-
tion of the date specified in said notice, cause such trimming to be
done at the expense of the owner. If the owner does not pay the bill
for this work, the Township shall impose the entire cost of this work
with the additional cost of collection as a lien upon the property. This
lien shall be filed in the manner provided by law for the filing and
collection of municipal liens.

It is important at a minimum to have a VISIBLE
numeric indicator on your property to assist Fire, Police
and EMS personnel find your property in an emergency
situation. Imagine someone in your home actively seizing
or having a cardiac arrest when time matters in them
receiving the appropriate medical assistance and it’s 3
a.m. Without having the appropriate identifiers on your

property, valuable time is wasted locating the correct
address. Please help the Colonial Regional Police & Hanover
Township Volunteer Fire Company and Ambu lance Corp
find your home as quickly as possible. IDENTIFY YOUR
HOME TODAY! The life you save may be yours or some-
one close to you!

WHY NUMBERS ON MAILBOX AND/OR PROPERTY?

Person shown is six feet tall.

Street number & name Street number only Illuminated street number
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Were You Aware?…

PARKING ON TOWNSHIP STREETS
Township Ordinance:
174-14 Two-way highways (streets). Except as otherwise provided
in this section, every vehicle standing or parked upon a two-way
highway (street) shall be positioned parallel to and with the right-
hand wheels within 12 inches of the right-hand curb or, in the
absence of a curb, as close as practical to the right edge of the right-
hand shoulder.

VIOLATION: The owner of any vehicle found in violation of any
sections of this article shall pay a fine of $10 for each violation, if
payment is received by the CRPD or the Code Enforcement Officer
within five days of the date of the violation, unless a fine in a differ-
ent amount is specifically set forth herein. If payment is received
after five days but within 10 days of the date of the violation, the fine
shall be $20 for each violation. If payment is not received within the
ten-day period, the CRPD or Code Enforcement Officer shall file a
citation with the District Justice and, upon conviction, the violator
shall pay a fine of $40 plus costs of prosecution.

Not only is it a property owners responsibility to clear snow
after a snow storm, but you must make repairs should your
sidewalk require them. If there has been any lifting or sepa-
rating of the slabs in the sidewalks on your property please
see that they are repaired immediately. The rule of thumb is
anything over 1/2 inch needs to be fixed. Get a head start as the
Township will be sending out notices in the spring of 2013 for
sidewalks that need attention. Township Ordinance reads:

155-14 Responsibility of property owners
Where curbs and/or sidewalks have been constructed pursuant

to any of the regulations provided herein, the abutting property
owner shall be responsible for:

A. Repair, maintenance and replacement, if necessary, of the
curb and/or sidewalk.

B. Keeping sidewalk clear of dust, debris and leaves.
C. Clearing sidewalk of snow and ice as hereinafter provided:

(1) Within 36 hours of the termination of any fall of snow
or accumulation of ice, a path must be cleared through
a sidewalk allowing pedestrians to safely pass;

(2) Within 48 hours of the termination of the Township’s
snow removal operations, the entire width and length
of the sidewalk must be cleared; and 

(3) If the fall of snow exceeds six inches, or the natural
accumulation of ice exceeds one inch, the Township
Manager may, by public announcement or other
appropriate notice to residents of the Township, set
such longer period as may be appropriate for the clear-
ing of said snow.

SIDEWALKS

BOTH INCORRECTLY PARKED

3 + inch heaving
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Asa Packer Elementary School News
By Jonathan Horvath, Principal

On August 27, 2012, another school year began for
students in the Bethlehem Area School District.
Children enthusiastically departed from their

buses with smiles on their faces. It was the first day for
students at Asa Packer Elementary School. Hallways and
classrooms once again came alive and resounded with
excitement and enthusiasm. Teachers greeted their new
classes and were assisted by our active and supportive
parent group. Weeks of preparation by all were evident
and were greatly appreciated. Volunteers had decorated
the interior of the school to welcome the arrival of both
new and familiar faces.

The announcement of the recent Pennsylvania System
of Schools Assessment (PSSA) indicated that our building
once again excelled in both the areas of reading and math,
meeting our state benchmarks. The faculty and staff will
additionally continue to support the Bethlehem Area
School District’s Roadmap to Educational Excellence. 

Pride in our school, self and community carried over
into our grade level assemblies that initiated the school
year. Ms. Birster, our guidance counselor, assisted by read-
ing a book about proper behavior to students. Last year,
we were recognized with the designation of a  “No Place
for Hate“ school. During this year, we will continue and
strive for a second straight year of designation. Through -
out the school year, we will be completing various projects
based on diversity, tolerance and acceptance. This pro-
gram is intended to promote academic achievement
through character development. The students’ next proj-
ect will take place on World Peace Day that occurs on
September 21st. Students will be creating pinwheels and
displaying them on our school property. 

Our successful partnership with members from the
Traditions of Hanover will begin the end of September
and continue throughout the school year. Residents have
become our in-school tutors and mentors and visit us on a
weekly basis. The impact of these collaborations cannot be
overlooked; they serve to benefit our entire school family.

Our Back to School Open House was held on August
29, 2012. Picture Day is scheduled for October 5. School
will be closed on October 8 for Teacher In-service Day.
Parent and Grandpal visitations will occur during
American Education Week that is scheduled from October
15 through October 19. The Scholastic Book Fair will also
take place during this week. 

New to the building this year will be family programs
dealing with positive discipline. These programs will be
presented by The Center for Humanistic Change in con-
junction with Asa Packer staff. Events will result in our
doors being opened and will allow parents, guardians and
children to attend nighttime sessions focused on positive
discipline.

We are excited about the onset of a new school year and
look forward to the many successes and achievements our
students will encounter throughout this year.

Training Requirements
by Fire Chief Craig Wasem 

The label “volunteer“ does not
mean ill trained or unprofessional,
perhaps the exact opposite. Have
you ever wondered what type of
training a volunteer firefighter must
complete? All of our members are
required to complete a series of courses that train them to
operate as a skilled firefighter. The college level classes that
we require are Firefighter I, Vehicle Rescue Technician, CPR,
and First-Aid. 

Firefighter I is an entry level course. All applicants for the
course must be at least eighteen years of age. This course is
194 hours and focuses on various topics. Those topics include:

These courses are offered during night and weekend hours
in an attempt to meet the needs of the business community.

Our department also responds to several motor vehi-
cle accidents throughout the year. Therefore, our second
required class, Basic Vehicle Rescue, is a 50 hour course
that teaches all members how to properly operate the tools
necessary to cut and remove victims from their vehicles.
Tools consist of hydraulic rescue tools like the  “Jaws of
Life,“ and electric reciprocating saws. 

These classes combined cost roughly $1,000 per stu-
dent, not including textbooks or personal protective gear,
all of which is paid for by the fire company. Our depart-
ment also reimburses the member for the gas mileage that
is used while driving to and from the training course. 

I encourage anyone that is interested in giving back to
their community to stop in at the firehouse on any
Monday evening between the hours of 7 p.m. and 10 p.m.

Residential Knox Box
The term Knox Box may be unfamiliar to you, but it is

an option that you should research. A Knox Box is essen-
tial a hidden key. It is a small steel box that is located on
your property that contains a key for gaining access to
your house. The box has a removable front door that can
only be unlocked by a key that is carried by the Fire
Company and ambulance. It is a perfect option for elderly
residents that are worried they may have a medical emer-
gency and be unable to reach the door to unlock it.
Allowing us access to a key for the house can save pre-
cious minutes when seconds count. Assume you are new
to the area and the next closest family member with a key
is hours away, if we have the key, we will not have to force
entry and cause damage to the house. If interested, contact
our station via phone at 610-867-2103.

• Building Construction • Fire Behavior 
• Fire Extinguishers • Fire Hose & Streams
• Forcible Entry • Ladders
• Personal Safety Equipment • Ropes & Knots
• SCBA (Self Contained • Search & Rescue

Breathing Apparatus) • Ventilation
• Vehicle Fires • Water Supply
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The House Judiciary
Committee recently held a
hearing to examine two pieces
of legislation I am hopeful we
will have the opportunity to
vote this fall. They both deal
with underage drinking and
public drunkenness on college
and university campuses, two
problems we need to confront
more seriously.

Senate Bill 941 would
increase the possible fine for
public drunkenness from a
maximum of $300 to a maxi-

mum of $1,000. It would also raise the fine for second and
subsequent violations of purchasing, consuming, possess-
ing or transporting liquor or malt or brewed beverages by
someone under the age of 21 from up to $500 to up to
$1,000.

Senate Bill 943 would establish an alcohol offense pre-
vention fee which would be allocated to eligible munici-
palities for operation of an alcohol offense prevention unit
by law enforcement officers. In other words, if alcohol-
related offenses such as underage drinking, public drunk-
enness or furnishing alcohol to minors are committed in a
municipality in which a college or university is also locat-
ed, those individuals who are convicted of such offenses
would be assessed an extra $100 fee per offense for pay-
ment to the municipality for its local law enforcement offi-
cers to operate an alcohol offense prevention unit.

The negative impacts of these violations are growing
and affecting communities, schools and students alike.
Passage of these bills would hopefully provide more of a
deterrent as well as more money to municipal police
forces to prevent this type of activity.

Rep. Marcia M. Hahn

Curbing Underage Drinking
A COLUMN BY REPRESENTATIVE 

MARCIA M. HAHN, 138TH LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT

Hanover Elementary School News
by Timothy Lynch, Principal

August 27th the school doors opened to welcome 245
students for the beginning of the 2012 – 2013 academic
year at Hanover Elementary School. The teachers and staff
spent numerous hours over the summer preparing for the
new school year. 

The PSSA (Pennsylvania System of School Assessment)
results are in and again the students at Hanover
Elementary School exceeded the benchmarks set forth by
the state. Congratulations to the students, faculty, staff,
and parents for this great achievement! The faculty and
staff will continue to support the Bethlehem Area School
District’s Roadmap to Educational Excellence.

The four components of the roadmap include: Core
Learning, Stretch Learning, Student Engagement,and
Personal Skill Development. We will also focus on the 3
R’s – Rigor, Relevance, and Relationships. 

The calendar of events and happenings is quickly fill-
ing. New families were invited to an orientation session in
late August. The PTA arranged Hanover Elementary
School night at an Iron Pigs game on August 31. Back to
School Open House was held September 6, 2012. The PTA
provided the students with a frozen treat at the end of first
week of school. School pictures are scheduled for October
2, 2012. The annual Hawk Walk will take place Friday,
October 5th.  If you would like to support the Hawk Walk
and the numerous activities the Hanover PTA provides
throughout the year please call the school at (610) 691-
3210. School will be closed September 26 and October 8th.
American Education Week classroom visits and the
Scholastic Book Fair will take place the week of October
15th  through October 19th. 

On Friday, October 19, 2012 we will welcome those
special people in our children’s lives with Great Person’s
Day. Harvest Day activities, the Halloween parade, and
classroom festivities will occur on October 26, 2012. Our
school theme for the year is Read Across All Genres. Each
book a student reads will add to the yearlong reading
theme. The Hanover students read over 31,00 books last
year. 

Hanover Elementary School will also be completing
projects throughout the year to educate and encourage
acceptance of all people as we hope to receive the desig-
nation of a No Place for Hate school by year’s end.
September 21st is World Peace Day. Look for our
Pinwheels for Peace to cover the front lawn as we hope for
world peace.

The Hanover family would like to wish Mrs. Shea
(Librarian) and Mrs. Seidenberger (Speech/Language
Therapist) all the best in their retirement. Thank you for
your years of service and dedication. Thank you to all of
Hanover’s staff, students, parents, and community mem-
bers for all of your support as we continue to strive to be
the High Flying, High Achieving Hanover Hawks.

2013 Yard Waste – Schedule & Zones

In late 2012 you will be receiving the 2013
Yard Waste Schedule and Zones in the mail.
Please note when you receive the mailer that the
Zones have been modified. This was done to
allow for a more equal distribution of collections
throughout the Township. The information will
also be on the Township website by year’s end.
The zones are also more closely aligned with the
residential waste and recycling zones.
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JANUARY - AUGUST
Ambulance Emergencies . . . . . .884
Auto Accidents  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 90
Fire Support  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .123
Miscellaneous  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
________________________________
Total calls thru August  . . . . .1,102

EMS Corner  
by EMS Captain Karen Van Why

Hanover Township Volunteer Fire Company No. 1 is
excited and anxiously awaiting the arrival of our new
ambulance which will arrive in October 2012. This ambu-
lance will be replacing a 2002 ambulance which has served
us well. With the help of Hanover Township we were able
to fund the purchase of our new ambulance with the
Northampton County Gaming funds at no cost to the
Township.  

Community Service
Ever say,  “I would like to do something to help my

community“?? Here is your chance! Hanover Township
Volunteer Fire Company is always in need of volunteers to
serve in many different aspects of our organization. There
are three different services: Fire, Fire Police, or EMS. All
required training and equipment is provided. If you are

interested in exploring how you can help serve your com-
munity, contact us at the station, or stop by during
Monday Night Drill at 7:00pm. http://www.htvfc.org/
home/about_htvfc. 

ADVERTISE YOUR LOCATION 
FOR EMERGENCY SERVICES

When seconds count and we need to find you…...How
you can help us save valuable time to help save your life
or the lives of your loved ones. 

Number your mailbox on BOTH sides with TWO (2)
REFLECTIVE NUMBERS. (see examples below)

If you live in a neighborhood where your mailbox is
not located in front of your home Number your house in
a visible location by the front door with REFLECTIVE
NUMBERS or LIGHTED NUMBERS, which would be vis-
ible from the road. (see examples)

Make sure your mailbox numbers are not hidden when
the flag is down.  Clear all shrubs and bushes from around
the mailbox. 

If you live in an apartment or community where the
property management numbers the buildings be sure to
ask the property management to better number each resi-
dence. 

When a business wants you to know where they are
they have BIG lighted signs on the front of their buildings.
When you call 911 in an emergency where seconds count
and your mailbox is not properly numbered it delays
emergency responders from locating your residence. 

When it is dark outside if your numbers are not
REFLECTIVE we cannot see them. Emergency responders
lose valuable time trying to locate your residence. 

You can purchase 2“ reflective numbers at any Home
Depot or Lowe’s at a small cost. You cannot put a cost on
someone’s life.

Please help us find YOU or YOUR family in your time
of need!

If you would like more information on different types
of ways to mark your residence, please contact the Fire
Company at 610-867-2103.

VISIBLE 
DAYLIGHT ONLY

VISIBLE 
DAYLIGHT ONLY

CANNOT SEE
FROM THE ROAD

CORRECT
BOTH SIDES

CANNOT SEE
FROM 

PARKING LOT
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Public Safety Enhancements

SCHOOL ZONE LIGHTS
Updated School Zone lights have been

installed along Jacksonville Road in the vicinity
of Hanover School. The new lights are LED

which increases their visibility.
Additionally, directly under the School Zone
lights, there are Radar Speed Display Boards

that are operational 24/7/365 to bring attention
to motorists of the speed they are traveling

along the Jacksonville Road corridor.

PEDESTRIAN 
CROSSING SIGNALS
Pedestrian Crossing Signals 
(solar-powered) have been

installed on Crawford Drive and
Hanoverville Road. These signals will

allow individuals to safely cross 
collector roads in the Township and

allow for better access to the 
Township Pathway System.

RADAR DISPLAY
SPEED BOARDS

Strategically placed on Jacksonville
Road, Stoke Park Road & Crawford
Drive these boards are operational
24/7/365 to bring attention to
motorists of the speed they are

traveling along Jacksonville Road,
Stoke Park Road and Crawford
Drive. These are solarpowered as

well.

NO TURN ON RED
In order to increase the safety for

the children walking to Hanover
School we asked PennDOT permis-
sion to post the intersection of
Crawford/Jacksonville/Orchard
“No Turn on Red” during school
hours. As a result of PennDOT’s new
standards and the growth of the veg-
etation and lack of a clear site trian-
gle PennDOT is requiring that the
intersection be posted  “No Turn on
Red“ at all times.

Crawford Drive at Gloria LaneJacksonville Road at Dartmouth Drive

THANK YOU
All Public Safety Enhancements
have been paid for via grants the
Township has secured. While

most of these facilities have been
placed on public property, others
are located within the Township

Right-of-Ways, on private
property. The Township appreciates
the cooperation of the individual

property owners as these
enhancements benefit 
the entire community.

Hanoverville Road at Harriet Lane Crawford Drive at park
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Hanover Township
Remembers 9/11
By Bernie O’Hare

As it has done for the last eleven years, Hanover
Township remembered. Though September 11 was a busy
weekday, Supervisors Boy Scout Troop 352 and about fifty
residents paused to reflect on what Supervisor Glenn
Walbert called his generation’s Pearl Harbor. Following a
brief ceremony, scouts retired hundreds of used American
flags under the supervision of Scoutmaster Michael
Caffrey. 

Doctor Alfred Khallouf, a Township resident who
spent nine years in the Air Force as a dentist, was in his
first week of active
duty when the Twin
Towers were hit. When
his parents moved
here from Syria, they
had nothing.  “This
country gave us the
opportunity to turn
nothing into some-
thing,“ he said. 

Although Dr. Khallouf
participated in no fire-
fights he remarked,  “I
was saving the world,
one tooth at a time.“ 

17

Dr. Alfred Khallouf

Boy Scouts from 352, Notre Dame of Bethlehem, prepare
a flag for the Retirement Ceremony. 

Emergency Management

Emergency Management is that function of Township
government specifically responsible for coordinating our
community’s response to major emergencies. The Emer -
gency Management Organization is not a replacement for,
or an addition to Police, Fire, Rescue, Public Works, or
other response units, but a system for coordinating and
managing various municipal, volunteer and private
resources to effectively prepare for, respond to and recov-
er from a community crisis.
MISSION STATEMENT: The mission of Hanover

Town ship’s Office of Emergency Management is to serve
the citizens of the Township through effective planning
for natural and man-made disasters. Our goal is to save
lives and protect property through the coordination of an
integrated emergency management system with all emer-
gency response organizations, support services and vol-
unteers. We will be an advocate for greater community
efforts, including educating the general public to mitigate
and prepare for potential emergencies. We will support
efforts to train and exercise emergency responders in both
the public and private sectors. We will manage and coor-
dinate efforts toward a rapid recovery from disasters with
an effective disaster assistance program.

It is the governmental policy of Hanover Township to
protect lives, property, the environment and the economy
during an emergency or disaster. To address these poten-
tial threats, the Hanover Township Office of Emergency
Management has prepared and maintains an updated
comprehensive Emergency Operations Plan. This plan
provides the framework upon which Hanover Township
prepares for, responds to and recovers from man-made
and technological hazards. 

Emergency Management Staff:
• Kristopher S. Mattson, CEM
Emergency Management Coordinator 

• Vincent G. Milite, Deputy EMC 
NIMS Compliance Officer 

• John J. Finnigan, Jr., Deputy EMC 

Fire protection is provided by the Hanover Township
Volunteer Fire Company #1 and police protection is handled
by the Colonial Regional Police Department.

Other important Emergency Management websites: 
FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 
AGENCY - FEMA— http://www.fema.gov

PENNSYLVANIA EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
AGENCY - PEMA— http://www.pema.state.pa.us

NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE, MT. HOLLY, NJ 
( A great source as a major weather event approaches)

http://www.nws.noaa.gov/er/phi
Northampton County 911 Operations Center

http://www.nc911.org/index.html
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Photograph by Bernie O’Hare
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Pennsylvania Local Government  — Why Townships?
Townships are the oldest form of organized govern-

ment in the United States, dating back to the 17th century.
When the pilgrims first came to America from England,
they brought the concept of township with them, and by
order of the Mayflower Compact, townships be came the
first political subdivisions in the new world. 

William Penn began establishing townships in Penn -
syl vania as early as 1682, with about 10 families to each.
But as the Industrial Revolution brought more and more
development to the Commonwealth, the existence of
many townships was jeopardized. As growth intensified
around cities and boroughs, developed portions of adja-
cent townships were annexed into them. 

In 1899, the legislature attempted to remedy this prob-
lem by providing for two categories of township - first and
second class. At that time, all townships with a population
density greater than 300 people per square mile were des-
ignated as first class townships. This separate classifica-
tion enabled townships to preserve their character and fis-
cal integrity, and it gave first class townships greater
power when dealing with the impact of growth. It wasn’t
until the 1930s and 1940s that townships of the second
class were granted greater powers in this regard. 

The 1899 legislation was later amended to allow for a
transition from second to first class township status, and
these transition requirements remain the same today. To
become a first class township, townships of the second

class must have a population density of 300 people per
square mile and voters must approve the change of classi-
fication in a referendum. How ever, many townships have
chosen to remain second class townships even though
they meet the population density requirements to become
first class townships. 

The 1,456 townships of the second class are the most
common form of government in the Commonwealth,
 representing more Penn syl vanians than any other form of
government.

Hanover Township operates as a second class town-
ship Under the Common wealth of Pennsylvania’s Second
Class Township Code. In townships of the second class,
the governing body is typically composed of three super-
visors who are elected at large. Two additional supervi-
sors may be elected if approved by the voters in referen-
dum, and all are elected for six-year terms. In  November
of 1978 the voters of Hanover approved a referendum to
increase the number of supervisors to five. Unlike com-
missioners in first class townships, supervisors may be
employed to work for the municipality. 

Many townships have a professional manager who is
hired by the governing body. The manager is responsible
for carrying out the policies and enforcing the ordinances
of the governing body, relieving them of the day to day
administration. 

NO need for  
in Hanover

The Township continues
to receive a large number of
complaints from residents
who are concerned with
drivers speeding, not only on
major and secondary roads
in the Township but also in our residential neighbor-
hoods. The speed limit on local roads in residential
neighborhoods is 25 miles per hour; with nice weath-
er approaching and the expected seasonal increase in
pedestrian and bicycle traffic on the roads, safe driv-
ing should be foremost in all motorists’ minds.

SPEED

TOWNSHIP BUDGET
In October staff will present the Board of

Supervisors with the 2013 Township Budget.  Once
the Budget is presented it will be available on the
Township website for review.  The final 2013 Budget
should be available around the 27th of November.   

PROPERTY OWNERS

Please note that the Public Works Department
Township when time permits, trim’s trees over-
hanging the roadway, to provide proper clear-
ance for vehicles.  If you do not want your trees
trimmed by the Township please have your trees
trimmed regularly.

Property owners who live on corner proper-
ties should also be aware that you couldn’t plant
anything in the  “Clear Site Triangle“.   

Shrubs and pine trees overhanging the road
have also become a problem.  Please keep all
trees and shrubs behind the rear face of curb.  

Proper clearance for pedestrian’s walking on
sidewalks has become a problem in some areas.
Please remember this can be a liability to you.     

Dumping grass clippings or ANY debris on
empty lots is against the Township Ordinance
71-5.  Violators will be fined up to $300.00.

From the desk of the 
Public Works Director:



Population growth in the Township remained slow and
steady until the 1920’s when the trend toward suburban-
ization began. Hanover’s population doubled between
1950 and 1960 and nearly tripled in the decade that fol-
lowed. The 1990 Census showed 7,136 individuals living

in the Township. During the
next 10 years the popula-
tion increased by 34% with
the 2000 Census showing
9,563 residents. The 2010
census indicated the
Township now has 10,866
residents a 13.6% increase
over 2000.  Hanover
Township today is a resi-
dential community with
excellent recreation facili-
ties, highlighted by the
Hanover Town ship Com -
munity Center that opened
in November of 1996. The
township is located north-
west of the City of Beth le -

hem allowing easy access to urban facilities. Well planned
em ploy ment districts have been developed, allowing em -
ploy ment op por  tunities within the Township.

Hanover Township is a Second Class Township under
the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning

Code and is governed by a five-member Board of
Super visors. The current board of Supervisors is com-
prised of John N. Diacogiannis, originally elected in 1984,
after being appointed during 1984; Glenn R. Walbert, orig-
inally elected in 1984; Stephen R. Salvesen, originally
elected in 1983, John D.  “Jack“ Nagle, originally in 1995
and Mark J. Tanczos, elected in 2010 after being appointed
in 2008. The Township Manager, John J.  “Jay“ Finnigan, Jr.
is responsible for the day-to-day operations of the town-
ship. A six year employee of the Township Jay was
appointed in 1995 after serving six years on the Board of
Supervisors. 

Hanover Township Volunteer Fire Company #1 pro-
vides fire protection and police protection is handled by
the Colonial Regional Police Department.

Unfortunately, many people think they live in the City
of Bethlehem due to their mailing address. However, Han -
over Township is a completely autonomous municipality,
without any jurisdiction or oversight by the City. A very
concrete example is the millage rate for Township taxes is
 –currently 3.90 versus 14.85 in the City.
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What European settlers’ first saw when they
looked upon the land that now comprises
Hanover Township, Northampton County, was

a watersparse wilderness covered with scruboaks. It is
hardly surprising, therefore, that they called it “The
Barrens“ or “The Dry
Lands“. By the early nine-
teenth century, however,
Pennsylvania Dutch farmers
had turned the area into
some of the most fertile
farmland in the state.
Originally, the Town ship
was part of 23,000 acres
which formed John and
Richard Penn’s  “Manor of
Fermor“. In 1747, it became
part of Allen Township,
which was comprised of
what are now Allen, East
Allen, and the two Hanover
Townships. Hanover Town -
ship was officially incorpo-
rated as a separate entity on August 8, 1798. The Town ship
acquired its present boundaries in 1812 when Lehigh
County was created. At that time, Hanover was split into
two separate townships with approximately one third of
the land and one-half of the population remaining in
Northampton County. Farming predominated Town ship
life throughout the nineteenth century and into the twen-
tieth. During that time, development centered around the
village of Hanoverville in the east and Schoenersville in
the west. Each had a tavern, a store, a post office, and a
handful of dwellings. Power for grist and sawmills and a
brewery was provided by the Township’s only stream, the
Monocacy, which flows along the southeastern boundary.
Until 1956, three one-room schools were the locations for
the education of Township children. Schortz School, the
oldest of the three, is located on Jacksonville Road, across
from the present Hanover Elementary School. Knauss
School was in the northeastern section of the Township on
Hanoverville Road directly behind Golden View Dinner.
The third school, Rudolph, was located on Jacksonville
Road near the Schoenersville Road intersection on land
that now houses Tanczos Beverages. In 1965, nine years
after the opening of Hanover Elementary School, Hanover
Town ship joined with three other local townships and the
City of Bethlehem to form the Bethlehem Area School
District. A second elementary school, Asa Packer, was
built at the western end of Stoke Park Road on Kenwood
Drive in 1967.

This is HANOVER TOWNSHIP, not Bethlehem!
You reside and work in Hanover Township – Northampton County



Meetings of Boards and Commission
The following is a list of all meetings for the Hanover Township Boards, Committees and Commissions. 

All meetings are open to the public and are held at the Township Municipal Building, 3630 Jacksonville Road. 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS: January, February, March, April, May June, September, October and November on 
the SECOND AND FOURTH TUESDAY; July and August the FOURTH TUESDAY and December the 
THIRD TUESDAY all starting at 7:00 p.m.

PLANNING COMMISSION: February, March, April, May, June, October, November and December on the 
FIRST MONDAY and January, July, August and September the SECOND MONDAY all starting at 7:30 p.m.

SPECIAL EVENTS COMMITTEE:Meetings are held the THIRD WEDNESDAY of each month, starting at 7:00 p.m.

RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD: Meetings are held the SECOND THURSDAY of each month, 
starting at 7:30 p.m.

ZONING HEARING BOARD: Meetings are held the FOURTH THURSDAY of each month whenever required.
Time(s) of the hearing will be announced when scheduled.

SHADE TREE ADVISORY COMMISSION: Meetings are held the LAST MONDAY of each month, except 
May which is held the last Wednesday of the month and August meeting which is held September 3. 
Meetings start at 6:30 p.m.

CRIME WATCH:March, May, July, September and November on the SECOND WEDNESDAY. 
Meetings start at 7:30 p.m.
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